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Lesson 2

Combining of Vowels
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A simple vowel ( A AT g § 33 FF 24 ir ud r7) combined with a like simple vowel
[3A,AT] [ 8 ‘5‘ 1 [ 3, 3] will combine into the long variation of the vowel [ 3T ] | é ] etc.

H+H =3 '§+8=% 1 I+3=F E+F=F
¥+ O = 3 3.8-8 34F-3
T + 3 =31 §+8=8  F+3=3F
AT+ 3T =AT §+8=8 CF+TF=F
Law 3

The primary sounds 3 or 3T when combined with other simple vowels
creates the guna (strengthened form) of those simple vowels.

' H+8=T A+ I =3 W+ F =3
M+=T {3“3:3% ST+ F =3
F+8=T W+3I =34 |
H+8=T ‘31T+3=3ﬁ |

Law 4
Primary vowel sounds 3 or 3 when combined with any of guna forms (T cil} 3)
creates the vrddhi (of the simple vowel from which the guna was derived).

F+T=T A+ = 3+ T = A
33%T+Q’:ﬁ- i\:‘3;|T+3ﬁ=?>5ﬁ i3,:”_*_3;[-{:::)4']'3{'
Note: Also 3 or 3T followed by a vrddhi letter will be absorbed into the vrddhi letter.
 H+T=T ‘3T+3ﬁ:3ﬁ |
Law 5
Simple vowels (other than 3 or 3T ) when followed by T S B
any dissimilar vowels are replaced by their respective semivowels. F oW =T
Sorg+31 =9 S F+A =3 ‘ F+3= ¥
Sorg+M=a  JorF+A=al CoEm+E- A
Sor§+3 =7 SorF+3 = | m.3-7%
Sag+F =7 SorF+E A | m.F-®
Sorg+T = Y SorF+T = F+TU= 7T
" Zorg+T = 7 SorF+T = F+lU= 73
Sorg+ A=A SorJF+AT=ar ¥+ AT =3I
‘§0r§+3ﬁ“=2ﬁ SorF+ 3= ar F o+ 3 =7
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in building a strong foundation for learning Sanskrit.

I Combining and Substitution of Sounds (Sandhi)

Because Sanskrit follows laws of sound harmonics, two separated sounds go through a natural

process of blending: a) combination (both sounds are blended into a third sound).

example: é-ﬂ.
! |-Ea'| maha isa
! l%ﬂ mahesa

3T+ é =T d+i=e
b) substitution (one of two incompatible (separated) sounds is

replaced by a compatible substitution) example:
P Y P P STI'TI SE| api atra

ATA apyatra

Y is substituted for g y 1s substituted for I

II Addition of Endings to verb and noun bases.
In Sanskrit, the precise use of words in any given sentence is determined by the specific

.y g -

The ending U ena, substituted for the final 3 in TR yoga, gives us:
o= yogena - by yoga or, by means of yoga ST we know

The entire sense by means of, in which yoga is the instrument or means of knowing,
1s conveyed by adding an ending to the word yoga.

The addition of endings will be covered in lesson 3.

Lesson 2 - Vowel Sandhi

This lesson will make it easy for you to recognize and work with the first of these principles, as well
as strengthen your reading skills. Remember to pronounce every example several times. The rules of
harmonics (sandhi) are most easily learned in the mouth itself, through the natural movements and
shaping of the tongue, mouth and lips, in order to blend sounds euphonically. It's far more important and
easier to get the feeling of sounds and their combining with other sounds, than memorizing a list of rules.
As long as you can feel how a law of sound operates, or grasp the principle of an operation, it's safe to
move on without the need to memorize before continuing. The laws are simple and natural if approached
through the direct experience of the sound.

It may be helpful to familiarize yourself at this time with the International transliteration phonetic
system, given in the screened areas. Use it only to the degree it is helpful, but not as a substitution for
the original Devanagari characters. It will be used only in lessons two and three, by which time you

should be comfortable reading the original.
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Law1
A vowel may not follow immediately after another vowel.* Notice as you pronounce one vowel
after another, the space between the two creates a choppiness. Sandhi makes the flow of sound smooth.

*(Unless a letter which originally separated them was dropped for the sake of pronunciation).

Law 2

A simple vowel (AT 88 3F FF 44 irua ri) combined with a like simple vowel
[HA, 3T [ g '5'5 ] [ 3, 3] will combine into the long variation of the vowel [ 3T | | é ] [ 3]

NOTE: Each new letter derived by combination or substitution is given in large bold letters. The examples
below show the multiple ways the letter may be derived. Pronounce each example.

AT
A+ 3 = AT + SR = AETAEA
AN+ AT =HAT Jd + AT~ = HU1 <
A+ A=3AT meT + 3T = mery
AT + AT = AT HEl + ATHT = HGTHT

a+a=a yoga + anusasanam = yoganusasanam
a+a=a satya + ananda = satyananda
a+a=a maha + agni = mahagni

a+a=a maha + atma = mahatma

g

[a

§+3=% g9 + 8¢ = T,
§+8=8 ofq + g9 = g
§+8=5 cdl + B=63T = AT
§+5=5 T + 8 = T

I+i=T7 muni + indra = munindra
I+I=T1 muni + I$a = munisa
T+i=1 devr + iccha = deviccha
I+1=T nadr + isa = nadisa

For meanings see page 13




[image: image5.png]I+3=F oy + Iza = frgza
I+F=3F I + FH = A
F+3I=3F JY + I = Y

F+F=3F T + Fo = TR
u+u=4a SiSu + udbhava= Sistidbhava
u+ad=4a ambu + drmi = ambirmi

ad+u=1a vadhi + udyanam = vadhadyanam
d+ad=4a cami + drjas = camarjas

Ed

Since words neither end or begin with long 3, the example below is the only one which occurs.

F +F =F foq + =07 = foqui

I+r=r pilr + rnam = pitrnam

Law 3

creates the guna (strengthened form) of those simple vowels.

Guna of T+ gﬁ{ = %d;d

g & HET + 8¢ = He,
-1 O3 + 347 = qIHYT
TET + 597 = HegY

ati=e na + il = neti
a+i=e maha + indra = mahendra
a=i=e parama + isvara = paramesvara

a+ri=e maha + isvara = mahesvara




[image: image6.png]Guna of H+3I =3 gﬂ*‘m:m
33 H+F =3 g + FH = FQH
= 3 AT+ 3 = A feramm + Jefy = faamiefy

3 + F = 3 SHIT + FoTd = THSToTH
at+tu=o iSa + upanisad = 1Sopanisad

a+id =o0 samudra + drmi = samudrormi
a+u=o vidya + udadhi = vidyodadhi
a+ia=o iccha + arjas = icchorjas

Guna of 3{*‘;5-:3;'_{ f?@+ﬂ?ﬁ3{=ﬁ?§ﬁ§
F AT + F = AT TRl + FY = mefy

:31'{

a+r=ar siddha + rsi = siddharsi

a+r=ar maha + rsi = maharsi

Law 4
Primary vowel sounds A or ST when combined with any of guna forms (Q 3ﬁl A \{) |

creates the vrddhi (of the simple vowel from which the guna was derived).

Vrddhi of A+ 0= ﬁ aq ﬁa
3 3 EECURRUERY qT T = T
- T

a+e=ai atra eva = atraiva

a+e=ail maya eva = mayaiva
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Viddhi of A+ A= 34 O3 + AT = UIHH
3 3 3T + 3T = 3 OET + 379 = He o™

a+o=au parama + ojas = paramaujas

da+o=au maha + ojas = mahaujas

AN

N

Vrddhi ot A+ 31_{ = 3“_{ NOTE: this combination is equivalent to
E

AT + AT = AR the addition of 3 or 3T + 3 = AT (see p. 2)

N AN

= AT

a+ar=ar

a+ar=ar

Note: Also 31 or Al followed by a vrddhi letter
will be absorbed into the vrddhi letter

since there is no further expanded sound beyond vrddhi.

H+T=T AT + TP = AGEH

a+ai=ai yoga + aiSvaryam = yogaiSvaryam

3 + 3 = A 3TH + AHUH = ITHHEH

a+au=au uttama + ausadham = uttamausadham
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Other simple vowels (other than A or AT) when followed by
any dissimilar vowels are replaced by their respective semivowels.

SS/IF/FF become A/ A/ T

1T/ul/r7 become y /v/r

g+3:r,3Trelc.=Q,aTelc. €ﬁ+m=w
S+, e =T, Ao AT + AT = 2T

1+a,detc.=ya, yd elc. hari + amrtam= haryamrtam

I+a,aelc.=ya, ya elc. devi + ananda = devyananda
For any dissimilar vowel following & or g, the same will be true.
S+T =39 gfd + T = U

I+e=ye prati + ekam= pratyekam

S+ Mo =T Ao FHF + I = A
F+HAALE =a afa, gy + g=oT = afrae

u+a,a=va, va etc. kuru avadhanam = kurvavadhanam

U+a, a i=va,va, vi et vadhii + iccha = vadhviccha

F+AM o =TT U9 + 375 = oz

r+a,a=ra,ra etc. pitr + anukdla = pitranukila

The combinations of U ﬁ 3#" ﬁ and a

following vowel will be covered in Lesson 4.





[image: image9.png]Vrddhi of A+ HAl= Sl g3y + m: QTEﬁ"SR{
33;: AT + 3T = 37 HET + A = HEo

a+o=au parama + ojas = paramaujas

a+o=au maha + ojas = mahaujas

AN

AN
Vrddhi ot A+ 3;R\- = 3‘:”—{ NOTE: this combination is equivalent to
*
3;"'+3;|T=3:|-’T the addition of 3 or 3T + 3T = 3T (see p. 2)
= AT b A
_ a+ar=ar
a+ar=4ar

Note: Also I or 3T followed by a vrddhi letter
will be absorbed into the vrddhi letter

since there is no further expanded sound beyond vrddhi.

H+T=T T + TFHH = TGy

a+ai=al yoga + aiSvaryam = yogaisvaryam

A+ 3 =3 3T + AT = IATTH

a+au=au uttama + ausadham = uttamausadham
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Examples - Law 2

AT
T - T = AT feraqr - stferamm = feramfer
T - AT = AT HIAT - AHAT = HIATHAT
ferree - srfereree = ferersetiarerse T - 37U = WTSTIg
BT - BT = BRI TE - FEIE = TEATEIE

o - U = G

T - A< = GA< faar - == = faaa=<
¢d - A< = cari< 34T - A=< = 3M=<,
foa - e = e T - A< = THHA—<
T3y - HTH< = THA=<, JZT - AT = JGA—<

Y - AT« = ITHA—<

g+3=%§ $+§=8

He - g = Al el - g = edire

7 - g = T T - 5 = AT,
FY - g = FoI=<, T - ¢ = A=
AT - g2 = 3= T - g = AR
g+5=5% $+5=8

A - 851 = =T ¢dr - 8% = ¢

uf - g9 = e qTEeT - §3 = TEATE
qfq - g% = O groft - 31 = Frufi
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T® - 3T = T&TH L - STHT = T
firg - Ivm = frrm = - 3T = FHTH
M - 39 = T

3+F=3F

T - Ik = T Y - FoT: = T
5 - I = g T - I = TG
To - FHA: = TE:
I - F: = AEA
Ed
F+F =

o - =i = fomgfy

A& - W = FrEgf

> - e = Srepf

Examples - Law 3

T -5 = Wi T BT =
7Y - gg = g S -89 = YT
g - §g = gdig AT - g7 = TAFIET

T - g = T U - 3gY = UIHEY




[image: image12.png]Examples - Law 3 (cont.)

T
CEEE
3T - g = IR 39T - §4F = JUFT
W - 352 = Hie e - g7 = HAYT
T - T2 = T T - $YT = THYT
forar - g2 = frare HET - 847 = Heg¥
F + 3 = o0
I - JETH = TSI FET - IFCH = FEACH
A - FATH = AR ferer - 3ue = foamaea
% - JETH = FEH, AT - 3T = AR IUCT
H+F=A AT+ F = Al
UTEE - FSHA = OIS FE - FE = HAG
T - FA = A Al - F@ = ATforehle
feag - I = feaams= g - Fe = dfae
A - I = AT TH - FE = THES

S
3["*"»:3]-{ 3;|T+;F;:3;r{
fafare - i = fafie aTfesaht - g = aTfeHis
T - i = T feram - #fg = for=fs
e - =7 = I HT - Ffg = F=AG
fem - #q - ferq
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T - ey = iy
Oer - 3NNy = ggrafy




[image: image14.png]Examples - Law 5

S + dissimilar vowel

-

s

F + dissimilar vowel

=1

& - 3= gty

- 3 -
fory - o = et

3 + dissimilar vowel

=

11

é + dissimilar vowel = I
it - 3= = Fifr=
Y - 3TH = TEHH

TFEY - FoA: = A

A T = A=

AT - AT = T

S + dissimilar vowel = q

Y - I = I
=T - AT = =TT
JE - GeST = Afearwes]
Y - 5 = T

= - 3T = T,
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I. Combine the following words by Law 2 of vowel sandhi. (page 2)

BT+ GG | o + AT | I + AT |
wald g1 | 3] + 3T | gfeq + 0 |
Jal + ATE | @lﬁ+3§[:l a§+3a1'|
Mg + T | ART + AFH | T + A |
TH + 3 | & I |

II. Combine the following words by Law 3 of vowel sandhi. (page 3)

Tl + g | S + 3AW: | T + H
o + 3efe: | e + I e e |
TEH ST Y +3qI | TR+ FHW | =T + Ff |

III. Combine the following words by Law 4 of vowel sandhi. (page 4)
FEI Tl AW+ A | AT U + Al |
wEt + AR | |0
el + UgIH | U + 370 |

IV. Combine the following words by Law 5 of vowel sandhi. (page 6)
tCIAGRER I+ TN AT + 31
foq + sfafer ) oafa ) oefeg g9
TS| EE + AU | IS I
TRTH Uaha | fUq + 3o |

For meanings see page 14

12




[image: image16.png]Meanings

Page 2
instruction in yoga W*
bliss of truth T
great fire m*
great soul SEEE
Page 3
birth of a child foreor
wave of water At
garden of the bride ‘T{'Ef%ﬂ'
vigour of the army q%g
SRE
Page 4
1Sa upanisad F&rgﬁ
wave of the ocean qﬂf&
ocean of knowledge CEC]
energy of desire g
Page 5

supreme encergy

great energy

Page 6
necter of Hari aﬁaa'r-:{
bliss of the goddess FfeareasT*
each one I EC ok

best of sages
lord of sages
desire of the goddess

lord of rivers

debt of the father
not thus
supreme God

the great Indra
the great God ( 3@ )

perfected sage
great sage
just here

only illusion

the power of yoga

best medicine

take care!
desire of the bride

pleasing to the father

In certain types of compound words. second word is read first in translation.

13




[image: image17.png]oo + &g |

e + IH: 1*
q + FW |
o + I 1

wfes + Fo 1

g T |
T + AT |
Jud|

U + e I+

@efd g |
31’-:9{+§€9’T|
Al + 21
fﬁ?[+3ﬁ:?‘lf\ﬂl*
gafa 1=
gHied 897 |

*

Meanings from Page 12

best of poets

bliss of god

here now

God is

on both sides of the water
debt of the daughter

cosmic egg

full moon
effort of the boy
true sage
ocean of illusion

vigour of the wind

today only
lower lip
not so

cooked rice in a pot

he eats food
seeking

extreme

guest of the father
the wave breaks

May God be gracious

&Tﬁ+3§:l* .
aﬂ+3ﬁl*
Tl'lﬁl?[+3¥ﬁ3|'5§|
TRT + ATEH 1+
T + AT |
e + 304 I*
& I |

HTHT Sar |
TTHT &9 I*

Heg + 34U |
el + Ff |
ST + FT |*

gaf+3ﬁa|*
1 09 |

R + U 1+
O3 + 370 |

kil

?raﬁwmtrm*
T AT I*
QST U |
ﬁl?[+35rf€{|*

14

the arrow of the enemy
the stomach of the cow
singing priest

a posture of yoga
supreme self

best of teachers

the thing is burned

the self sees

like the river Ganga
auspicious means

sage of supreme wisdom

debt of the mother

flood in the east
she alone
sovereignty of brahman

the ultimate medicine

most certainly

offense to the goddess
between the 2 ropes

I see oneness

vigour of the father




